
APRIL 2022

Over 60 Years Promoting Conservation

The April General Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
April 7, 2022 at 7:30 pm at the Clubhouse. 

            
President’s Report 
Well it certainly appears that spring is here and we can look forward to 
some nicer weather and the streams opening up for the annual trout sea-
son. We as a club are celebrating our 75th year in 2022 and I know Chris 
Geberdt is working on an Anniversary logo so keep reading the newslet-
ters and coming to the General meetings as more to come about this mile-
stone. On that note we have one current member who has been with the 
SSA for all 75 of those years, I would like to say a big Congratulations to 
Jack Osadzuk on this feat and I know he has seen and been involved over 
all these years. Our next General meeting will be Thursday, April, 7th @ 
7:30 at the Clubhouse. By now Stew will have already had a Swap Meet 
at the club, I certainly hope all got a chance to get out that wanted to and 
some deals were made. We will be having our Annual Earth Day clean 
up this year after a pause of a couple of years, it will take place Saturday, 
April, 23rd and will be behind City Hall in Owen Sound by the Market, 
gloves and bags will be supplied and will be followed by a small Barbeque 
and refreshments to those taking part. We will also be having our Annual 
Chili/Soup/Stew night this year in May, 11th around 6:30 pm, this popular 
evening has also had a hiatus but will be back and is always a fun night of 
sampling the dishes of your fellow members culinary prowess. I encour-
age all members to try to get out to our events to get to know others and 
now we can get back to some Social gatherings.
The Guest Speaker will be John Ford, who will be speaking about the  
history of and the current status of the SSA Eastern Bluebird Nesting Box 

Programme.
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https://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com/


Gate Keys 
On April 1 all the club gate locks were changed.  The 2022 key has a ma-
genta key spotter on it (red).  Keys are available at Watsons Tackle House 
and the Maher Centre (white house)  As well the keys are available at our 
monthly meetings.  The cost is $5.00.
 
Previous Club and Gate Keys: Over the years members have needed club 
house keys etc. for various purposes.  However, in most cases, the need is 
no longer there.  If that is the case, we would appreciate getting those keys 
back so that they can be reused.  Please contact John Ford. (226-664-0960) 

Hatchery workers moving Salmon to larger tanks 
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Sydenham Sportsmen’s
Association 

President:  
Scott Grimoldby 

First Vice President:
Chris Geberdt 

Second Vice President:
Bill Douglas 

Past President:  
Mike Prevost 

Recording Secretary:  
Allan Smith 

Treasurer:  
Dimitrious Geberdt 

Directors:
John Ford, Jay Murdoch.
Cliff Springer, Jim Hastie, Al Hillis
Dave McKinnon, Joe Gray
Wayne Gallaugher, Ken Miersch
Mike Thompson, Gord Fraser 
 

Please inform John Ford if your
address, phone number, or, email 

has any changes!
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SSA Club Orientation Tour – for new 
AND old members.

Completion of the SSA Orientation Tour is required for new 
members before using ANY of the ranges.   This tour is an in-
troduction to the property and covers general range rules, gate 
use, flag use, etc and allow members to use the rimfire range 
unsupervised or come out to other supervised shooting activi-
ties.   The next orientation tour will be on April 10th at 10:00 am.   
We will meet in the parking lot by the handgun/rimfire range.

SSA Covid Safety Plan update
 
As of March 21st the Ontario Government no longer requires or-
ganizations to have a covid safety plan.  With that news the SSA 
Executive has rescinded our own Covid Safety Plan and removed 
the document from our website.    Let us hope any pandemic related 
restrictions continue to be in the rear-view mirror! 

A reminder that all members and guests must continue to sign in on 
every range, every day, and that there is no change to this process 
as we leave covid in the rear-view mirror.

Tip: Explore the website DERBY photo & video gallery.

SSA Website
We will continue to increase our use of the SSA website to com-
municate to members on range activities.   
Under the Ranges tab you can now find up to date information 
on Sporting Clays dates in 2022, Inter-club trap, our current 
Range Manual (Range Rules), and contact information for the 
Range Committee and activity co-ordinators.     We will also 
be posting the course notes for training courses that are being 
offered at the club so members can print them and prepare in 
advance.

On the All Events Calendar you can see the schedule for trap 
and skeet shooting, Sporting Clays, Orientation Tour dates and 
safety course dates for specific ranges.  Remember that there 
are some days when a range may be closed to members be-
cause of a private rental or training clinic - Make sure you check 
the calendar for up to date information!
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Salmon Spectacular Update   
The Derby Committee has been working on 2022 sponsorships and recently completed a very 
successful fundraising activity at the Toronto Sportsmens Show.  If you are interested in volunteer-
ing please contact a derby committee member.  In 2022, we expect to have many of the previous 
daily activities that the public expects. 

Online Derby Tickets: We now have these tickets available on our website.  
This year, you will print out your own derby ticket.  When you have an 
 account, you can log in and go to the SSA Shop.  
 
Using the Calendar on the SSA Website 

1. First go to the main page of our website:  
www.sydenhamsportsmen.com

2. At the top of the page, you will see the button Events Calendar. 
3. After you click on that, choose the All Events Calendar.  
4. Then you will see the events for the month.

Renewals: If you know someone who has not renewed, please remind them that the late fee kicks in 
on April 1.  After that time they pay an additional $25.00
 
Wildlife Advisory Committee
 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday April 12 at 7:00 pm at the clubhouse.  We extend an invitation to 
any member who wants to find out what is happening with our Conservation Programmes.  There is no 
commitment on your part to do anything.  But, of course, we hope you will.
 
We are asking if any member has a valid farmer’s Spray licence.  If you do, please contact John Ford 
at 226-664-0960 or johnrichardford5@gmail.com 
 
Volunteers are who keep the ranges open.  It is true.  Nothing gets accomplished on the ranges 
without a volunteer doing the work.   If you want to get involved, no matter how much or how little, 
please come out and get involved.

The summer season is coming and there will be grass to cut and trim, trees to trim, and other mainte-
nance tasks to do.   Do you want to see an improvement on a range, like better lighting?  Do you have 
the skills to make the improvement?  This is the kind of task that only gets done due to the initiative of 
volunteers.   Don’t be shy.  Reach out if you would like to get involved or wish to lead an improvement 
project.

I want to thank everyone that is working behind the scenes to bring lots of shooting activities to the 
members this summer.   To quote a respected member – you know who you are – shoot safe, and 
shoot often!    On behalf of the range committee,  Jay

http://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com
http://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com
https://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com/


Page 5

Shooting Sports Update - from the range committee
https://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com/ranges/shooting-ranges/ 

It was cold (and some days quiet) on the ranges for the early part of 2022 - but we are seeing a 
lot more action on the ranges now that the snow is melting and spring is officially here.

We have many new members of the Range Committee to introduce you to and updates on the 
coming activities on many of the ranges.  But before the introductions – I want to say thanks to 
our outgoing committee members who stepped back on January 01st.

THANK YOU to Tim Lahey, Tim Westover, and Dave Fritz for all your hard work to maintain and 
organize the ranges so they are open for use by all of us as members!   If you see these individu-
als on the range, be sure to thank them for everything they have done. 
 

2022 Range Committee – Welcome to the following new members:

Trevor Dollmaier – Trevor joins as the new co-chair of the range committee.  Trevor’s shooting in-
terests are in archery and rifle shooting, and Trevor will share 100-yard range co-ordinator duties 
with Randy Moore.

Randy Moore – for those long term members of the SSA, you may recognize Randy’s name from 
the SSA executive from “a few “ years ago.  Randy will share the 100-yard range co-ordinator 
duties.

Patrick MacNeil – Patrick is an active shotgun and handgun shooter.  Patrick joins the committee 
as the new handgun range co-ordinator.

Hugh Hunter – Hugh will be responsible for maintenance and upkeep of the rimfire range as rim-
fire range co-ordinator.

Ray Marchand – Ray has experience shooting at most of the ranges and is a committee member 
at large that has been working to improve the shooting sports side of the SSA website.

Mike Thompson – Mike is a shotgun shooter at heart and brings new energy to the committee at 
large.   

Welcome Trevor, Randy, Patrick, Hugh, Ray, and Mike!   Those of us on the committee really 
appreciate you all stepping up, as do all members who use the ranges. For those of you using the 
ranges – if you see something that needs repaired or wish to help out on a specific range – reach 
out to the specific range co-ordinators.

Tip: Explore the website RANGES pages.

http://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com
https://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com/ranges/shooting-ranges/


100 Yard Range Update

We have received approval from the Chief Firearms Office to allow individuals to use the 100-yard range 
unsupervised on the condition that they must complete specific training on the safety procedures used on 
the 100-yard range.  What this means – as of April 01st you can sign up for our new 100-yard Range Safety 
Course.   There are two course dates set in April on April 10th and 24th.    Registration is on the SSA website 
only (click on the event) and the course is free.  We are limiting the participants to 10 per course for the first 
few courses to make sure things are running smoothly and plan to offer courses every other week or as need-
ed based on demand.  The course will take place on the 100-yard range and will cover the practical compo-
nents of safety on this range and include a multiple choice type of written test.

On April 1st the lock on the entrance gate to the 100-yard range will change to a common club lock (magenta 
key for the year 2022) and members who have completed the 100-yard range safety course -or- were formerly 
trained as club Range Safety Officers (RSO’s) may access the range during daylight hours Monday to Satur-
day or Sundays after 1:00 PM.

To be clear – if you are a former club trained RSO you continue to have access to use the 100-yard 
range as you have been used to.   If you were not trained as an RSO (the case for most members) 
you need to sign up for and complete the new 100-yard Range Safety Course and get your sticker 
before using the 100-yard range unsupervised.

Sporting Clays: The schedule for sporting clays has now been set for 2022 and you can find all the dates on 
the SSA website under the Ranges tab or on the All Events Calendar.   We will continue to use online registra-
tion and payment for all of our sporting clays events.   Mark the calendar – the first shoot is on May 01st.    Of 
NOTE – Saturday May 28th is a new event – introduction to sporting clays – and is intended for everyone that 
has wanted to try sporting clays but has never done so.   The last shoot is October 16th and will be a LOAD 3 
event which requires a semi-automatic or pump action shotgun.

Trap Shooting: Trap shooting is open on Sundays from 1 to 4 pm and most Wednesdays from 10 to 1 on the 
main field.   We expect that trap shooting will be open Fridays again this year on the upper trap field as well – 
check the online calendar for details.   

Interclub trap is going ahead with a full shoot schedule in 2022.  The first date is at the SSA on April 30th.  You 
do not need to be a competitive trap shooter to come out and shoot interclub trap.    If you like the sport – 
come out!   The full interclub trap schedule can be found on the website under the ranges tab.

Skeet Shooting: Skeet shooting is open on Thursdays from 12 to 3 pm and Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm.   

This year Dean Herzburg from SureShot Coaching will be returning on May 21st, 22nd, and 23rd for private 
coaching.  If you want to learn the fundamentals of shooting a shotgun right the first time, or polish up your 
skills, sign up for coaching with Dean.   Contact information for SureShot coaching is on our website.

Handgun Range: We are in the process of reviewing our Club Level Safety Course (CLSC) and preparing 
new facilitators to deliver this course.   If you were on a waiting list – you are still on the waiting list and we will 
reach out to you when the course is ready.

It will be our goal to put on a holster course in the summer time once we get the updated CLSC up and run-
ning.   Please be patient as we grow the committee and our capabilities.

Range Rentals: Do you know that we rent our ranges for events such as birthday parties, wedding parties, 
corporate training or team building events?    We do generate revenue to maintain the ranges through these 
rentals, AND it’s a great way to grow our sport by teaching new shooters what it is all about.  All of the rentals 
are facilitated by experienced club volunteers.
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Shooting Sports
Hey shooters, here is more info on the upcoming private lessons at the club.

This is one on one coaching on the skeet field, great opportunity for improvement in your 
game.

Contact Dean to reserve your spot. Ammo is available at the club.

https://www.sydenhamsportsmen.com/calendar/

